
City of Tampa
Agenda Item Request

Department: Revenue and Finance

Council Regular
Submittal Date:                        2/19/2026
Requested Meeting Date: 3/05/2026
Type of Request:                                                  Council Resolution
Contact Hillary Paul X8572
Subject A resolution approving a Letter of Agreement for co-funding by the City of 

Tampa for the Water Research Foundation Project #5380.

Resolution / 
Ordinance 
Title

A resolution approving a Letter of Agreement for co-funding by the City of 
Tampa for the Water Research Foundation Project #5380 titled, “Evaluating 
an innovative ion exchange process for co-treatment of dissolved organic 
matter and PFAS” authorizing execution by the Mayor and attestation by the 
city clerk; and providing an effective date (Part 1 of 2).

BACKGROUND:
The City of Tampa Water Department is collaborating with Carollo Engineers, Inc., Tampa 
Bay Water, Miami-Dade County, Southern Nevada Water Authority and American Water for 
Project #5380, funded in part by the Water Research Foundation’s Tailored Collaboration 
program. The City will participate as the sponsoring utility and provide cash and in-kind 
services. The overall research project is estimated to cost $390,610 in cash and in-kind 
services.  The City will provide sixty-six thousand dollars ($66,000.00) to WRF in support of 
WRF’s Project #5380. The City of Tampa will also provide twenty-four thousand four hundred 
US dollars ($24,400.00) in in-kind services for this project. The Letter of Agreement between 
the Water Research Foundation and the City is the mechanism by which the City provides 
Water Research Foundation with the cash and in-kind service commitment to support the 
project. For the City, the proposed research will build upon the previous and ongoing SIX pilot 
testing work and will provide a greater understanding on PFAS removal capabilities of SIX by 
testing different resins at bench scale. This proposed research is important to the Water 
Department and City of Tampa as it will further investigate opportunities for optimizing 
treatment processes and reducing operational costs.

FISCAL IMPACT: Yes
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT:
This agreement provides funds in the amount of $66,000 in match funds and $24,400 in in-
kind services between Water Research Foundation and the City of Tampa Water Department 
for the Water Research Foundation Ion Exchange Process Research Grant within the Water 
Operations Fund.

PROJECTED COSTS: 40400.244820.531002.1002937 - $66,000 (Expenditure)
Water Operations Fund. Water Department. Other Professional Services. Water Research 
Foundation Ion Exchange Process Research Grant
40400.244820.512000.1002937 - $24,400 (Expenditure)
Water Operations Fund. Water Department. Regular Salaries and Wages. Water Research 
Foundation Ion Exchange Process Research Grant



Approver Timestamp Role
Hillary Paul 2/19/2026 1:04:48 PM Submitter
Carleigh Blesing 2/19/2026 1:12:26 PM Department Head
Rory Jones 2/19/2026 3:47:03 PM Water
Astonah Turner 2/19/2026 4:13:42 PM Attorney Coordinator
Justin Vaske 2/19/2026 4:18:25 PM Assistant City Attorney
Cate Wells 2/19/2026 4:49:34 PM City Attorney
BRAD BAIRD 2/20/2026 8:54:02 AM Infrastructure Deputy
JEAN DUNCAN 2/20/2026 10:49:37 AM Infrastructure and Mobility
Michael Cain 2/20/2026 1:07:42 PM Finance Coordinator
Nicholas Pastue 2/23/2026 8:16:37 AM Finance Fiscal and Lead Analyst
Ty Hawthorne 2/24/2026 8:24:04 AM Budget Operating Manager
Michael Perry 2/24/2026 6:04:34 PM Budget Officer
Dennis Rogero 2/26/2026 3:35:59 PM Chief Financial Officer
JOHN BENNETT 2/26/2026 3:37:27 PM Chief of Staff
JOHN BENNETT 2/26/2026 3:38:34 PM Mayor


